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US President Bill Clinton's administration already facing strong opposition to the North American
Free Trade Agreement from members of the Democratic Party and former presidential candidate
Ross Perot is now having to contend with a new challenge to the treaty from conservative
Republican Pat Buchanan. There is some concern that Buchanan who challenged former president
George Bush for the Republican nomination in the 1992 presidential elections may seriously
undermine efforts by the Clinton administration to secure additional support for NAFTA ratification
among Republicans. Buchanan argues that the recently negotiated NAFTA parallel accords on the
environment and labor represent infringements on US sovereignty and unnecessary foreign aid for
Mexico. Buchanan recently declared, "Why should the American people be responsible for cleaning
up the pigpen that the Mexicans have made on their side of the border?" Buchanan who has been
mentioned as a possible candidate in the 1996 presidential elections strongly criticized Senate
Minority Leader Robert Dole (R-Kansas) and former Housing and Urban Development secretary
Jack Kemp for supporting NAFTA. Dole and Kemp have both been mentioned as prospective
candidates for the Republican nomination in 1996. While strongly supporting NAFTA, Dole has
criticized the Clinton administration for placing equal emphasis on health care reform and NAFTA.
On Aug. 26, Dole told reporters that President Clinton should be placing far more energy in the
battle to assure passage of NAFTA. Some US and Canadian newspapers offered similar advice to
President Clinton. For example, in an in an Aug. 18 editorial, the Wall Street Journal said: "The
agreement would offer a much-needed respite from the mantra of taxes, regulation and threats
of price controls. Business leaders need some sign that this administration, not to mention the
Democratic Party, can act rationally in the presence of a serious economic issue." In Canada, the
Toronto Globe and Mail economics editor Peter Cook likened Clinton's task to that of former
prime minister Brian Mulroney, who had to lobby heavily for the Canadian legislature to support
the US-Canada Free Trade Agreement in 1988. According to Cook, 190 members of the House
currently support NAFTA, 165 oppose the treaty, and 85 are undecided. On Aug. 29-30, Dole and
Sen. Phil Gramm (R-Texas) led a delegation to Mexico to meet with President Carlos Salinas de
Gortari and members of the Mexican business community to provide assurances of continued
Republican support for NAFTA. The delegation included Sen. Orrin Hatch of Utah, Sen. John
McCain of Arizona, Sen. Judd Gregg of New Hampshire and Rep. Henry Bonilla of Texas. The
delegation was accompanied by Agriculture Secretary Mike Espy, a Democrat, who met with his
Mexican counterpart Carlos Hank Gonzalez to discuss agricultural issues under NAFTA. In a press
conference in Mexico City on Aug. 30, Dole and Gramm said they would push for NAFTA to be
introduced in the Senate first, where support for the treaty is more solid than in the House. "There
has been a lot of pessimism on the trade treaty coming from Democratic leaders in the House. We
would like to see a vote in the Senate first," Gramm told reporters. Such a move would represent a
break with tradition, since legislation on trade treaties is usually put to a vote in the House before
the Senate. House Majority Whip David Bonior (D-Mich), who is leading an effort in the House to
defeat NAFTA, told reporters that the order of the vote will have little bearing on the final outcome
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in the House. "I don't know that it matters that much," Bonior said. Regardless of which branch
of Congress considers the matter first, US Trade Representative Mickey Kantor said legislation
should be ready for consideration in either chamber by mid-September. Because of the strong
opposition in the House, President Clinton himself has been holding discussions with Majority
leader Richard Gephardt (D-Missouri) to gain his support for NAFTA. Gephardt whose vote may
provide direction to many undecided Democrats has publicly stated that he will oppose NAFTA
because of what he considers deficiencies in the parallel agreement on labor. According to United
Press International, Clinton has said that if Gephardt does not actively campaign against NAFTA
during the next few weeks, the accord stands a good chance of passing in the House. President
Clinton has also recruited a former member of the House, Bill Frenzel, to assist in the effort to assure
approval for NAFTA in the House. Frenzel, who once represented Minnesota as a Republican, is
currently a staff member at the Brookings Institution, a Washington-based think tank. In the House,
he served on the Ways and Means Committee, specializing in trade matters. Another element in
the plan to gain support for NAFTA is a worker-training bill, which President Clinton said would
be considered alongside the NAFTA legislation. Despite all the administration's efforts, however,
the lead NAFTA opponent in the House, Rep. Bonior, has categorically stated he will not support
the treaty under any circumstances. Bonior opposes NAFTA on the grounds that the trade pact will
encourage the transfer of jobs to Mexico and will tend to depress wage levels in the US. Bonior,
whose role as majority whip is to keep count of votes, told reporters that 75% of the Democrats in
the House opposed NAFTA as of late August. "There's no official position in our (Democratic Party)
caucus here," he told the newspaper. "We're free to do what we want." In fact, Bonior's opposition
has become so worrisome to the treaty's Democratic supporters in the House that Rep. Robert
Matsui (D-California) has suggested that a separate temporary whip position be created just to deal
with NAFTA. (Sources: Wall Street Journal, 08/18/93, 08/31/93; El Universal, 08/23/93; Notimex,
08/25/93, 08/26/93, 08/28/93, 08/30/93, 08/31/93; Reuter, 08/26/93, 08/29/93, 08/30/93; Associated
Press, 08/26/93, 08/30/93; United Press International, 08/27/93, 08/30/93, 08/31/93; New York Times,
08/27/93, 08/28/93; La Jornada, 08/28/93, 08/29/93)
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